Dr. McKenzie reported on the work of the Membership Committee. It had been approved by the Executive Board that in future the committee would consist of a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman and two other Fellows. He referred to the activities of the Ad Hoc Committee on Therapists under the chairmanship of Joan Edelstein. This group would continue its work in the coming triennium.
Education
The main activities of this committee during the previous year had been centred round the preparation of the Congress.
Professor Fishman referred to the variability of the curricula of different schools and the resulting standards of education. It was proposed to hold a workshop to develop more detailed curricula which might lead to an internationally accepted standard and thence to international accreditation. It was hoped to attract funds for this.
The committee remained willing to assist in -organking courses in the developing countries. A course was planned sponsored by the Danish Overseas Aid Agency (Danida) on the evaluation of teaching methods in this field.
Evaluation
A previous intention to combine this committee with the Research Committee had been reversed by the Executive Board. Although the committee had not been active there was now intergovernmental interest in establishing an evaluation programme under the auspices of ISPO.
Finance
Dr. Kjelbye presented information on the budget for 1977. A substantial part of the current allocation was to the new journal. It was hoped that eventually through advertising and increased subscription however "Prosthetics and Orthotics International" would become self-supporting. Publications Andre Bahler, as Interim Chairman, reported that emphasis was now being placed on developing the new journal. Within the format of this an internal ISPO News Section would be developed. He particularly invited the Executive Board, Chairmen of Standing Committees and National Member Societies to pass information about their activities on to the Publications Committee. National Committees were also invited to nominate correspondents and to stimulate members to write articles for the journal and to inform the Publications Committee of other material which was potentially suitable for publication. It was hoped that in the future Guest Editors would be invited to produce material for symposium issues of "Prosthetics and Orthotics International". The Committee intended to establish a roster of referees for the assessment of submitted papers. It was hoped that it would prove possible to translate summaries of all articles and internal news. Ways of achieving this were currently being investigated.
Research
George Murdoch reported on behalf of the in several journals. However, it was apparent that several centres around the world were using the system routinely and there is every hope that the work can be revived under a new chairman and with the co-operation of WHO. It will be necessary to increase the membership to include representatives from, for example, France, Japan, Spain and Italy.
Because of the disbanding of the Committee on Prosthetic Research and Development, it had not been possible to continue development of the Information Retrieval System. All copies of the fist and second issues of the catalogue had been sold, but work was continuing on the third edition.
A Workshop on the Deformed Foot, which had been sponsored by the Swedish Government was held in .Stockholm in March and a report would be available.
